
 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Informative: GRADES 3-6 

Work Sample 1: PROFICIENT 

• “Walt Disney”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency.  

Focus/Opinion –Score: P  

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused. The student uses linking and transitional 

strategies throughout the piece. The introduction and body are both clear transitioning into a reflective 

conclusion. The student demonstrates understanding of the topic.  

 

Organization—Score: P 

The response has a clear organization and there is support for controlling ideas. Focus is maintained and 

clear.  

 

Support/Evidence—Score: P                                                                          

The student uses sufficient evidence to support their claim and provides clear explanation of how their position 

is supported through evidence. Reflections are based on quotes.  

 

Craft—Score: P                                                                                           

The student’s ideas are conveyed through use of craft; particularly in the introduction.  

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: P                                                                      

The student’s use of vocabulary and tone are appropriate for the audience and works to enhance the writing.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: P                                                               

The response demonstrates an adequate command of conventions. One text feature included “conclusion.” The 

sentence structure is varied, and the errors are minimal and do not distract the reader.  

 

 

 







 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Informative: GRADES 3-6 

Work Sample 1: PROFICIENT 

• “Stephen Hawking”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency. May be candidate for benchmark. 

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: P  

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused. The student uses adequate analysis and 

reflection throughout the piece. The opinion is clearly stated. The student demonstrates understanding 

of the topic.  

 

Organization—Score: P 

The response has a clear organization and the student uses linking phrases and transitional words 

throughout the piece adding to the sense of completeness.  

 

Support/Evidence—Score: P                                                                       

The student uses sufficient evidence to support their claim and provides clear explanation of how their 

position is supported through evidence. The evidence used throughout the piece is relevant.  

 

Craft—Score: P                                                                                        

The student’s ideas are conveyed through use of craft; particularly in the introduction.  

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: P                                                                   

The student’s use of vocabulary is appropriate for the audience and works to enhance the writing.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: P                                                           

The response demonstrates an adequate command of conventions. The sentence structure is varied, and the 

errors are minimal and do not distract the reader.  

 

 

 







 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Narrative: GRADES 3-6 

Work Sample 1: PROFICIENT 

• “Six Flags”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency.  

Statement of Purpose/Focus–Score: P  

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused. The student uses linking and transitional 

strategies throughout the piece. The introduction and body are both clear transitioning into a reflective 

conclusion. The student demonstrates understanding of the topic.  

 

Organization—Score: P 

The response has a clear organization and there is support for adequate sequence and use of transitional 

strategies. Focus is maintained and clear with a sufficient opening and closure. 

 

Elaboration of Evidence—Score: P                                                                           

Adequate use of a variety of narrative techniques that generally advance the story or illustrate the experience. 

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: P                                                                      

The student’s use of vocabulary and tone are appropriate for the audience and works to enhance the writing.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: P                                                               

Lots of use of dialogue: simple but effective.Repetition is effective enhancing visual imagry. Good example of 

“small moment” writing.  
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 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Narrative: GRADES 3-6 

Work Sample 1: Beginning 

 

• “Single Chair”  

This student work sample is a combination of a beginning and emerging learner. 

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: E  

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused. The student’s writing is brief but the 

setting is clear. 

 

Organization—Score: E 

The narrative, real or imagined, has an inconsistent plot, and flaws are evident. 

 

Support/Evidence—Score: B                                                                   

The narrative, real or imagined, provides minimal elaboration using little or no details, and lacks 

sensory images. 

 

Craft—Score: B 

The student displays little evidence of use, or incorrect use of writer’s craft. Student lacks use of sources and 

analysis. 

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: B 

The student’s use of vocabulary is limited for the audience.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: E 

Use of domain specific vocabulary is generally appropriate for the audience and purpose. 

 

 









 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

ARGUMENT/OPINION: GRADES 3-6 

Work Sample 1: PROFICIENT 

• “3 Reasons Why Kids Should NOT Have Homework”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency.  

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: P  

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused. The student uses adequate analysis and 

reflection throughout the piece. The opinion is clearly stated. The student demonstrates understanding of 

the topic.  

 

Organization—Score: P 

The response has a clear organization and the student uses linking phrases and transitional words throughout 

the piece adding to the sense of completeness.  

Support/Evidence—Score: P                                                                       

The student uses sufficient evidence to support their claim and provides clear explanation of how their 

position is supported through evidence. The evidence used throughout the piece is relevant.  

Craft—Score: P                                                                                  

The student’s ideas are conveyed through use of craft; particularly in the introduction.                            

Language and Vocabulary—Score: P                                                             

The student’s use of vocabulary is appropriate for the audience and works to enhance the writing.                   

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: P                                                            

The response demonstrates an adequate command of conventions. The sentence structure is varied, and the 

errors are minimal and do not distract the reader.  

 

 

 







 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Informative: GRADES 3-6 

Work Sample 1: PROFICIENT 

• “Colorado and the Rockies”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency. May be candidate for benchmark. 

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: P  

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused. The student uses adequate analysis and 

reflection throughout the piece. The opinion is clearly stated. The student demonstrates understanding 

of the topic.  

 

Organization—Score: P 

The response has a clear organization and the student uses linking phrases and transitional words 

throughout the piece adding to the sense of completeness.  

 

Support/Evidence—Score: P                                                                       

The student uses sufficient evidence to support their claim and provides clear explanation of how their 

position is supported through evidence. The evidence used throughout the piece is relevant.  

 

Craft—Score: P                                                                                        

The student’s ideas are conveyed through use of craft; particularly in the introduction.  

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: P                                                                   

The student’s use of vocabulary is appropriate for the audience and works to enhance the writing.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: P                                                           

The response demonstrates an adequate command of conventions. The sentence structure is varied, and the 

errors are minimal and do not distract the reader.  
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